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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-H-T-I-A-L 


FREE -STYLE WRITIS® 


Adverse criticism of FDD reporting techniques has been rare and 
generally not trell founded. However, one criticism that is worthy of study 
for correction bas again been repeated end called to our attention. 

This involves the old question in reading our reports; 

"Who's talking Y” 

la the post \re have inserted to numerous "mechanical” devices to 
correct vagueness in this respect -- bracketed notes, "comment" labels, or 
direct reference to FDD knowledge of the subject. 


In the course of our development, FDD has adopted a variety of 
reporting methods to meet the demands of our consumers in general in order 
to perform efficiently vxithin the limit of our capabilities., Now appears 
to be the tame for an other forward step. 

On suggestion of a respected critic of our reports, we trill now 
attempt reporting "in a more journalistic style." To take none of the 
treight from the suggestion, this idea is not new to us — we have always 
i ranted to do it this way, except that certain conditions prevailed against 
our adoption and development of this style of presentation. In fact, the 
style of some of our- reports still must remain static. 

To scans of us ;rith more writing experience than others , the "free- 
style" of reporting (writing) will coma easy. To others, it my be difficult 
until the knack is acquired. It IS HOT difficult. Most of our newspapers 
are written in this fashion. 


First, we must get the idea that we are reporters. We seek infor- 
mation. from our sources. 


Ordinarily reporters follow the fire engines to observe a fire end 
report the story of the fire; or, attend a court session to cover a legal case 
of public interest; or, interview the mayor for a story on street improvement 
plans. Ths sources for these reporters are the action itself, the police, the 
firemen, the lawyers, the mayor. 


Our sources are foreign -language newspapers and periodicals. We 
scan them for items, orticles, stories which apply to the requirements 
levied against us by the IAC . We develop cur "stories" from those articles 
which contain important informtion. 
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IIS DOCUMENT IS 
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-B-T-I-A-L 


Kow vc turn to write our j'eport. Hoi/ do we go about it? How 
do we start? 

1“ We bnow that we have a story to teU. 2- Wo know the out- 
standing facts of that story* 3- We select the most salient fact of that 
story as our lead, h- We tell why this is tc^ortant : why we have selected 
this story, 5 - We tell where the story is fr an; the date of the fact; 
the date of the publication.; Imv much apace our source devoted to this yarn: 
any peculiarities of the source. Then we may expand, ve my quote, attribut- 
ing the quotation properly. 

Be warned, however, that the above orderly enumeration of steps 
does not need to apply to each story you write. There are infinite 
transpositions and variations which, you my an^loy. YOU arc telling the 
story. 


Let's report an editorial as our first example. We ' re going to 
really brief this rather lengthy one; 


Characterizing the 30 November opening of a special session 
of the Virginia General Assembly as 'of the most eaortaous and frighten- 
ing significance" for that state's public schools , The Washington Post 
of 29 November in its leading half-column editorial acted for a public 
fight against the Gray Ccsmission Plan. 

“Fortiuxately, enough responsible leaders have voiced misgivings 
about this undigested scheme to arouse hope that the Legislature will 
not be stampeded, " stated the Post, and continued by noting the several 
steps required to effect the required constitutional referendum that 
sight give time "to arouse the people about the real, issue." 

The Post, which is independent politically and usually liberal 
in its attitude, claimed the min issue is no longer segregation vs. 
integration, but that of saving the public schools. 

Note that ue have named our scsiree, its date of publication, date 
of the subject action, and the important ccasl deration. We have quoted in fuLl 
a featured statement, and paraphrased briefly as a bridge to another short 
quote. In conclusion, we have described the source and furnished a para- 
phrase of seme weight. 

Perhaps you would, rather feature that fine! statement mther than 
the opening paragraph above? Fine? Yon v e got scraethlng there I 

IIow let 's take some other examples. Those were selected at random 
from our own "press-style" reports of industrial, data, and xewritten in rf».t 
we are calling the "free style". 
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Product s of Autcope jte P lant 

Platons, &****> axsd pins are smog the ix^ortaaat products of the 
Chm-hsuag-t-ai Autqparbs Plant, according to the Peiping iCung-.len 
sMtS&S. ot 6 Apz»i.i 1955 « The paper gives the oaaroso of tte p3En£, 
J lch is public-private Jointly operated, as Ho 1303 Yen-ea-hsi Lu, 
Shanghai. ~ * 


Hew Passenger Ship L aunc hed 

The Gbiang-hsia, a nev ship designed for inland wtarwav pas- 
senger traffic, \fa3 launched in Shanghai on 9 April 1955, according 
to a report in the Peiping Knag- jea Jih-pao of 12 April, The chin 
can accccaaodate over 300 passengers, the paper says, baa the raost* 
aoocrH conveniences, and is a great over-all iu^rcvcaaent over the 
£>3 Mn-cbung. 


jfet gr Turbin Produced for Mao A utontaanna district 

.. . lt 13 *fP° rted in the Peiping Kung-. 1 op Jih-uao of 15 April 1955 
that a new 3 a - horsepower water turbine has bean produced for use in 
the Hsiaag-hai Mine Autonomous District „ The producing plan t, the 
locri state-operated Heng-y&ag Chien-hnianc Machinery P lant , 
never made such a turbine before, the paper added, hut succeeded after 
j ajonths research, mlnly in foreign technical publications, 


Hote tlj£:fc t '& e firat sentence in each presents the salient fact of 
'If. , f' in the newspaper source,, The source attribution has been 

* in at various locations in the itsns, end its wording is 'varied, to 

mnzd. jaaaotony. Subsidiary facto can bo tagged on or left out at the 
analyst » discretion. Concents could be inserted if desirable or when 
nceniod without the necessity of enclosing than la brackets. 


This stylo involves taking the individual facts free a the ori ginal 
source and rsarro^jing tto in an order calculated best to nxesent the 
<,xrurmti£si m & significant mmne.r. 


It eras on the same geneml subject can be combined under one hmdirr 

i0 “ 3 ? ££& 


* on the Journalistic quality of the original newspaper 

f 608 ^* tMs or ^-reporting of information given in newspaper sources mrr 
urvoive considerable reorganisation of Information a 


iie.r '8 ■ s another csauapXe from our Materials 
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Bucharest daily newspaper Hanes , of S? October 1955 criti- 
cized Cluj Etegiunc xor :i ts delay in harvesting and sewing.-. Th ** paper 
noted that by XT October -the reglitno ted completed only 30*7 percent 
of planned fall ccvitg and 53-8 percent of planned plowing for spring 
sowing, ana claimed, that the delay in due partly to the assignment of 
improper sowing perltda by cecaiiiae executive ccsnaitteec and to the 
shortage of seed. Xt_ criticized the failure to fulfill daily norms. 

6tsd gave as examples Aiua, Lucius , Bistrlta , wxid Haseud ndoas. "where 
oa ^ 30 percent ot the sowing plan has been completed. 

IJSSSL ®^ 6C blamed the regiuna IffiS service, which it claimed hq/i 
completed only 18.82 percent of fall plowing and 50,1 percent of sowing 
by 20 October. It charged that frequent breakdowns of tractors end lack of 
spare parts also cause loss of time. The com is ripe in almost all 
communes in the regiuna, according to the paper, but Aiud Raion has 
harvested only 12,4 percent and BistrXta, Cluj /and Turda raions only 
yO percent of the com crops. 

Tb& article concludes by stating 2 "Thu regions people's co unc il 
knows full,. well that this delay is damaging next year's crops, but it 
has done nothing to mobilise the peasants, to intensify harvesting, 
plowing, and sawing. Trade union agents must exorcise strict control 
assd taise immediate measures to speed, up work in the fie ld s. " 

When gutting a story f*m a partisan publication, be sure to write 
it la such a, way an to leave no doubt in the reader’s wind ttet it is the 
publication which iu prejudiced, not, the- FDD reporter. For instance? 

The French "atrocities and outrages reported committed against 
"innocent! natives during the recent upheavals in North Africa were 
laid directly at the door of an "umulightened and evil foreign 
policy dooig£,.cd la fiaris, ' according to the 27 I/cvenber issue of the 
strongly nationalistic and pro-Caanunint Egalite . The editors of 
tMa irregularly published newspaper have frequently been connected 
^ Surete with the Iotigjal and the Ccminfom. 


The article, which aboimdotL in invective, went on to attack 
six French attempts at- conciliation in North Africa as "vile ana 
hypocritical attempts by a g ready imperialism at blinding the North 
African papulation to permanent enslavement, which will surely be 
to*? result if North Africa heeds the siren song from Paris." 


,Ta reporting a political story frm a newspaper or periodical 

£L“ •» 1» mr^r toted S« Z or 

23SS. . 1 ^™ £££ ta otte * vo; ^' — *» « *> *— * 2 * 


llowiag®^ *** e3ra£ ® ! ^ e *^P 03 ^ ! '^ a S on an unbiased otory, reed the 
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C-O-IJ-F-I *vD 


-A- L 


* ^ a r- I«..v v r -a t re tel l xcei.'-ii 

vradfc wa® -.sited .cfesterday diu . 054 ’ a session the Arab Leagu* ecsecu- 

©°axd ic, Cairo, Kcypt, accowddme to 'Use Hovaabex Issue of ggapt’s 

-^eacxa^ iMcpeadent daily, al-Hisnah. She paper cited excerpts of speeches 
D>- Ibxtaiisft ash-Ruad and Iferua el-fiashld, both of vhcm stxooely urged 
rurtbs*” aaactiaas, including an extension of the ft mb uaml bloc kade 
oir*oide Israel's territorial waters. 

. Opposing tins view, according to gl-iHewah, ms Ibm E tea hr , 
professor of uistory at al-Azhar UldveaSsity to Cairo, «hc uas quoted 

of> *4«kt*»tioa and fcatoeaxance in “dealing 
J ? r ^ u which is necessary to preserve peace in the 

And _ 3.3 ti, guou 1. i.1 -js sratioii of doubling up eb & so.'Ks sub led - 
using mre than one source: sudjcct. 

iVo different articles having the soae title ’ le Social! an Obsolete?" 
appeared recently in West Gemma periodicals* One, by Willy JEichler, 
iffisaber at the West Goman Soci&l-DoKwcratic Party, vm in the July/ 

52*?“ the party monthly Arbeit und Freibeit published la' Bona, 

td.chler' s article opposed the argument that proved standards of 
vorKsrs hairs made Socialism superfluous, and pointed to certain funda- 
ei^stsl. tm&s v Jte; which Socialism has to deal, ouch as the elioiaation 
" 4 ;7 l u^loitation, the safeguarding of individual, liberty, and the 
losing of the workers fee a higher level in the cultural life of society. 

Ittt second article, written by Br Frits Weasel, Member of the 
' 3ai published in she 25 August 1955 issue of the Herfcurr 



Jfiws threatening Social! am front vithia its 
b m °K?cartunifla fdiscuiaiac itself as BealpolitikL re- 
visioaisa and dogaatism, resignation, weariness, and the lack of faith. 

mU iimt ijx ths easnaQlZB above we obviously have 
*S T ^ Tf , but ee^rou^y attributing the- inf option 
+£* h^c- quoted ifton ue have 'lifted” verbatim (or nearly 
JSjJiSi cmginal tcact. We have not found the use of bracket! 


"CrrmMt -'T f ^ w tuo thi.cc the use of bnacifistted 

Usaaent is Indicated as necessary because the ccsnaant coaec from our atm 
unreferenced recollection or to.’ Ledge. -trace our aun 

Uruguay ■» President, Ud.cs Bat lie Bsranes, and Seaam de flatile 
Dot., m entartatog tteir ««t CTtaj* is ttutoUnstcn at a Dtate 
bvivfea hy Frce-Preeidiftttt end Wx-» Ittaon i,a the Hofcd Sheraton.. 
Qarltcn, accorfling to the Waohingfcon Po tyfc of 6 itecenfoer 1955. 
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C-O-N-F-I-D-E-H-T-I-A-L 

i.Cauobtiti 'In ttes iluivea St4j.tec« the V ice*- President is not. given 
an official residence, suds ae the Presidents “White House,'' end 
cousc!f<j,aiSBtAy met entertain large official parties in the city's hotels.] 

Here's another i 

A T~o twining ^laas oaahed in Jimar Chih Estates » a maote 
nel&mtlal suburb cur holtiaore, early today, oecoacfiiaG to She Mew York 
world Globe of o Dao-adber 195 S. — — - 


fCaaaeats There is ao Itusc*- Club Estates suburb of Salt toons shown 
on sasy asp as recent as I IlcweaSxsr 1955 '- However, there is a vell-kaoun 
suburb of that aaoe adjacout to VJsshinstoa* D.C., io cHles south of 
«axt.imoro.. ] 

Scfte toa:. u© doubly ensure that oux- uoaoeat is labeled . We 'uses 
or&c&ats gad the iatrochictory mc«C. 'Oc&oskt.s 

ffsat- about, does it » Wo could not attempt to {jive you u 'pattern for 
evei-^ story you write. We repeat frees above; 


s®& its 


ISagre axe infinite possibilities for organ! zat ion of your mterial 


reciaabt‘3" particularly; 

Hefer* to your source of laformtlm. 

. , * to “ c direonly fxrx?, the source where cnqpedicney dictates, nainr 
ijpK.»t«. - 6iOK. aarJig. 

LiS THE COilSlbEH KHCW "WHO'S SALIOUG . r ' 


E K D 
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